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P.P. Ill sent ambassadors to welcome him, and to offer
lodging in the Apostolic Palace of the Vatican: but the
Duke of Gandia hurried to the Jesuit College; doing obei-
sance at the feet of the General and Founder of the Com-
pany of Jesus. So these two unique personalities first
met, whom now men call Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Saint
Francis of Borgia.
Padre Inigo de Loyola immensely admired the Duke of
Gandia. This last, whose gracius and brilliant figure
caused him to b£ compared to Apollo and gained for him
the nickname The Modern Narcissus, already was known
to fame as a ruler and orator born. He was the master of
enormous wealth and influence; and his only ambition in
life was to strip himself of these and abnegate his will at
tHe command of another. During his sojourn in Rome, he
lavished his revenues on the foundation of the Roman
College. The honourable title of Founder was offered to
him by his own General; but he begged to be excused; and
the title afterwards was accepted by the Lord Gregory P.P.
XIII, Who named the college The Pontifical Gregorian
University of Rome. Meanwhile, he sent a courier to
Augsburg, where Caesar Carlos V was, with a letter in
which he asked his sovereign's leave to resign all his titles
and estates. While he was waiting for the reply, his Gen-
eral obliged him to fulfil all the duties of his ducal rank;
whereby he was brought into intimate relations with the
Holiness of the Pope and the Curial Cardinals. Even in
this august assemblage he won regard. The Pope and the
cardinals became so fond of him, that they disliked the
notion of allowing so brilliant a man to bury himself in the
severe Religion of Padre Inigo de Loyola. It was a waste
of talent, they said: and the Supreme Pontiff proposed
instantly to name him cardinal, like his dead brothers Don
Rodrigo and Don Enrico.
It did appear to be a waste of talent. But that was a
personal account which the Duke of Gandia would have to

